Malawi 

(Statistics from Year 2004-2005)
Geography

· In Central Africa - Bordered to the north by Tanzania, to northwest by Zambia, 


to the  east, south and southwest by Mozambique.

· Malawi is 558 miles long and 50 to 93 miles wide  - Slightly smaller than Pennsylvania

· Lake Malawi 353 miles long and 50 miles at widest point - 

3rd largest lake in Africa, 11th largest lake in the world

· Beautiful scenery which includes mountains, likes, rivers and high plateaus

Three Regions




Largest City
City Population

· 
Northern 
6 districts
Mzuzu

75,000 people



· 
Central 
9 districts
Lilongwe
500,000 people - Capital

· 
Southern 
12 districts 
Blantyre
600,000 people

Districts are subdivided into Traditional Authorities, presided over by chiefs and composed of villages, presided over by village headmen.

Climate

· 
May to August 




Cool and Dry
· 
September to November    


Hot

· 
October/November through April

Rainy Season

· 
Temperature Range



40 to 95 Degrees Fahrenheit

History

1859

David Livingstone explored Nyasaland (Malawi), and requested 

that the Church of Scotland send missionaries to bring The Gospel, 

Education and Commerce to the people as means to end the slave trade. 

1875

The Free Church of Scotland established the Livingstonia Mission 
     
1891-1964
British rule Nyasaland (Lakeland) Protectorate for 73 Years

     
1953-1964
Federation of Nyasaland-Rhodesia (Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe)


July 1964
Independence - Parliamentary System of Government




Dr. Hastings Kamuzu Banda, Prime Minister


1971

Hastings Banda elected Life President/Authoritarian One-Party Rule


1964-1994
30 Years of Repression, Denial of Human Rights, Detention without Trial,

Exile, Torture, and Fear

1993

Referendum Passed to Make Malawi a Multi-Party Democracy

Three Parties: 


AFORD (Alliance For Democracy)

MCP (Malawi Congress Party)

UDF (United Democratic Front)

New Constitution - Limits Presidential Office to Two Five-Year Terms



1994-2003 
Mr. Bakili Muluzi, President
 

Freed Political Prisoners

Instituted Freedom of Speech, Freedom of the Press

Free Primary Education provided for all Malawian Children 

Free Market Economy


2004-Present
Dr. Bingu wa Mutharika, President

Economy

· Currency: 
Kwacha (100 tambala):  November 2005 - 120 Kwacha equal to U.S. $1
· Primarily Agricultural - largely subsistence

· Major Exports: Tobacco, Tea, Sugar, Coffee

· Average Annual Income equal to  U.S. $170
· 8th Poorest Country in the World

· 60% People Very Poor (28% of these live in Dire Poverty)

· International Debt:  2.5 Billion U.S. Dollar

Population

· 12 Million People  -  17% Urban  -  83% Rural  - 50% under age 15

· Infant Mortality: 
1 in 10 die before 1st Birthday

1 in 5 die before 5th Birthday

· Malnutrition: 
50% of those under 5 Years of Age

· Life Expectancy  -  36.3 years

· Fertility Rate: 6.7 Children -Rural, 4.5 Children - Urban

· Marriage Average Age: Women 20-24, Men 25-29

· 17% Women report their husband is married to a second wife

Languages:
Chichewa and English (Official), Chitumbuka (northern region)
Staple Food:
Nsima: thick dough like substance made from maize flour

Education

· Literacy

42% Female
72%  Male
56% All

· Secondary Education 
11%  Female
20%  Male

· Higher Education
.1%   Female
.5%   Male

Religion:
75% 
Christian (Protestant and Roman Catholic) 

2.5-3.0 Million People - Church of Central Africa Presbyterian



10% 
Muslim



10% 
Indigenous Religions



5% 
Other Religions, including Hindu

HIV-AIDS Statistics 2002

· 36 Million People in the World are HIV-Positive

· 28 Million People in Sub-Saharan Africa are HIV-Positive
· 1 Million People in Malawi are HIV-Positive

· 90,000 People in Malawi die every year from AIDS

· 400,000 Children in Malawi orphaned by HIV/AIDS

· Transmission: 89% Sexual, 11% Mother-to-Child 

· 50% New Infections in Age Group 15-24 Years 

· 16% of Age Group 15-24 Years are HIV-Positive

